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Lorcom Arms
Renovation Provides
Much-Needed Housing

Arlington Chamber of Commerce president
Richard Doud stands in the courtyard of the Lorcom Arms
apartment complex, marveling at the beautiful landscape of
the APAH-owned building. He has come to North Woodrow
Street to celebrate the completed renovation of the build-
ing—and to show his support for increasing affordable hous-
ing in the county. “Housing is a top issue in our county,”
says Doud, explaining that high rents are driving residents
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“The project turned out much better than I ever
imagined,” said Douglas Peterson, APAH’s executive direc-
tor. “Thanks to the support of the community, APAH'’s
board and staff, local government officials and generous
investors, Lorcom Arms will be a safe affordable place to
live for over thirty Arlington families.” APAH bought the
building in March 2000 from an owner eager to sell the
property to developers committed to keeping the rents
affordable, and worked closely with the Waverly Hills Civic
Association to plan the renovation.

Lorcom Arms has become a model for developing
housing that is affordable, yet attractive and diverse. “We
have people in our neighborhood who are well off and oth-
ers who are not so well off,” says Louis Bromberg, vice-pres-
ident of the Waverly Hills Civic Association, a group
that has welcomed Lorcom Arms residents with holiday
parties, food donations and other activities. “Our commu-
nity wouldn’t be a great community if it didn’t have the
diverse population that exists and the people from different
socio-economic backgrounds.”

“LORCUM ARMS” CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Affordable Housing Key to
A Healthy Economy—APAH
Leads Advocacy Coalition

¢ Arlington County employs 346 police officers,

Rep. Jim Moran (middle) discusses housing issues with Chris Zimmerman,
then Chairman of the Arlington County Board , Rich Doud, President of
the Arlington Chamber of Commerce and others attending APAH’s Lorcom
Arms renovation celebration.

yet only 100 live in the county.

e Of the 273 firefighters the county hires, only
19 live in the county.

away, affecting businesses trying to recruit staff. “APAH is
a big player. We have lots of cheerleading groups for afford-
able housing, but in terms of a gut-level, getting things done
group, APAH is right in the thick of it, providing housing.”
More than 75 people attended the October 2 dedica-
tion of the newly renovated Lorcom Arms, including mem-
bers of the community and local dignitaries including
then Chairman of the Arlington County Board Chris
Zimmerman and Congressman Jim Moran. Those attend-
ing the catered event toured the refurbished apartments
and chatted with residents while enjoying bagels, fruit, cof-
fee and other breakfast delicacies. A large, beautifully-dec-
orated cake donated by Heidelberg Pastry Shoppe gave
the event an extra sweet touch.

Police officers and fire fighters who can’t afford to
pay high rents in Arlington County are forced to live else-
where, according to statistics from the Arlington County
Public Information Office. (See box on page 6) APAH
believes that people who work in Arlington should have
the option of living here-and that’s why it has taken the
lead in reaching out to county residents who are spending
more than 30 percent of their income on housing but who
haven't traditionally needed rental assistance.

“When we acquire a property,” says Douglas Peterson,
APAH'’s executive director, “we notify the school system, the
police department, the sheriff's department and the fire depart-
ment. First time employees in all of those organizations earn
“AFFORDABLE HOUSING KEY” CONTINUED ON PAGE 4



LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends:

The lack of affordable housing
is affecting everyone. The high cost
of apartments is driving many
Arlington residents further out into
the suburbs-making it tough for businesses to recruit work-
ers, endangering the county’s economy, and contributing
to traffic congestion. APAH's goal is to preserve and
increase the number of safe, decent apartments, affordable
to low and moderate income persons. Our efforts to also
reach out to entry level nurses, fire fighters, and people
with physical and developmental disabilities have placed
us in the lead as affordable housing advocates.

We started the year with ambitious plans—and have
already met some of our goals!

Our purchase of the 210-unit Columbia Grove
Apartments, and our plan to construct new apartments at
our Rosslyn Ridge community will more than double our
inventory in one fell swoop—exceeding the 600 units of
affordable housing APAH set out to develop by 2005. The
recent renovations of Lorcom Arms apartments, as well as
the rehabilitation underway at Cameron Commons will
provide additional housing to county residents.

APAH has worked hard to position itself at the helm
of the affordable housing movement. We've been successful
in increasing the availability of moderately-priced apart-
ments because we forged good relationships with County

-

Lorcom Arms

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Board Chairman Chris Zimmerman praised
APAH for its work throughout Arlington. “The only way to

solve the affordable housing problem is one unit at a time. Just

like you build a structure brick by brick, you solve the afford-
able housing problem building by building.” Zimmerman
praised the installation of two new four-bedroom apartments
in the property, as well as one handicapped accessible apart-
ment. “We don’t’ have enough of either of those.”

Jim Moran emphasized the need for affordable hous-
ing in Northern Virginia and commended APAH for “help-
ing families reach their potential.” He also stressed the
importance of offering computer training for all residents -
and told the group that he requested $175,000 from
Congress to support the development of a computer techni-
cal information center in the apartment. “The center
would be staffed with people who would provide resume
writing services, and teach job-related skills as well,” says a
spokesman for Rep. Moran. “We hope that the center will
help multiple generations learn to use computers, from the
small child to the middle age person.”
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officials and offered competitive bids to purchase properties.
We earned the trust of financial institutions because our
properties are fiscally sound and well managed. We devel-
oped excellent rapport with neighborhood groups because
every one of our properties has enhanced the community,
setting high standards for affordable housing everywhere.

APAH'’s board members and staff—a committed,
energetic, and enthusiastic group—worked hard to identify
properties, enhance APAH’s visibility, and launch a cam-
paign to educate the public and government officials about
the need for affordable housing. I applaud their efforts. I
also want to thank APAH volunteers, contributors and
donors participating in the United Way/Combined Federal
Campaign for helping APAH reach its goals, despite its
modest budget.

Last year, APAH moved into the English basement of
the Barkalow to accommodate its growing staff. Along with
more people, came bigger projects—and increased recogni-
tion. The Washington Post, The Arlington Sun Gazette and
other newspapers have featured stories about APAH’s work,
and its staff has been interviewed for various radio and
television programs. We've graduated from being the small
kid on the block, to being a key player in the world of non-
profit housing development. The face of affordable housing
is changing, and APAH is charting the course to ensure
Arlington residents can afford to live where they work and
make this county their home.

Sincerely,

Tom Parker, President
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Homeward is a periodic publication of the Arlington
Partnership for Affordable Housing, Inc. (APAH), a private, non-
profit, 501(c)(3) housing sponsor operating in Arlington County
to provide safe, decent, and affordable housing opportunities for
low- and moderate-income people. For additional information
about APAH and our housing program, call (703) 276-2657, send
e-mail to apah@erols.com, or visit our web site at www.apah.org.
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APAH Supporters Celebrate Opening
of New Offices in Barkalow

Barbara Favola, vice-chair of the Arlington County
Board, is taking a tour of the English basement of The
Barkalow—an APAH-owned building in the Clarendon
area—where APAH just moved its office to accommodate its
growing staff. She has come to the June 12 Open House to
see the new office, and to congratulate APAH for its success.
“APAH has done a good job accommodating the concerns
of neighborhoods while still providing affordable housing,”
says Favola. “APAH has a great reputation and the people
who run it are well known in the community.”

Nearly 70 community leaders, business owners, real
estate developers, APAH supporters and government offi-
cials gathered for the event in the Barkalow, the first multi-
family property in Arlington that a nonprofit has bought
and renovated without county-administered money. APAH
opened its doors in 1989, with two people working out of
a small office located on North 14th St—but it has grown
into a larger operation, employing five full time employees
and several part-time staffers.

“APAH has made huge strides in its effort to secure
affordable housing for Arlington County residents,” says
Douglas Peterson, APAH's executive director. “This office will
accommodate our growing staff and keep us close to the com-
munity we serve. We feel extremely fortunate to have so
many supporters who believe in the work we are doing to
increase the supply of affordable housing in the county.”

Lorcom Arms Tenant
Wakes Up to Sunshine—
A Brighter Life

Jim Phippard wakes up in the morning, with the
sun shining through the window, ready to brace the day.
When he moved to Lorcom Arms six months ago—the lat-
est APAH-owned renovated building—he was stunned by
the beauty of his surroundings, a brand-new apartment
with large closet space and lots of light, overlooking a
courtyard with trimmed bushes and lush flowers. Ever since
he had a nervous breakdown years ago, he has had a
tough time developing friendships. But when he moved to
Lorcom Arms, his social life improved.

“Lorcom is a great place to live,” says the 46-year-
old APAH tenant, who takes the bus to get to work at a
nearby Giant, and do errands. “I like it here because there
is so much diversity, so many people from different nation-
alities. I've gotten to know people, we have each other over
for coffee and talk. One tenant I became friendly with let
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APAH'’s new office was filled with laughter and good
cheer, as people milled around chatting and snacking on
sandwiches and other treats provided by Pica Deli, through
a donation from Virginia Bank. Much of the discussion
centered around identifying strategies to increase the sup-
ply of affordable housing. “Whenever we've needed some-
body to be creative and innovative,” says Favola, “APAH is

“APAH has done a ﬁoooﬁ Job
daténfy the concerns (f

ACcommo
ne'ghbor/wodx while still prom'ddg
afordaél& /www{q, 7 says Favola.

always there. They were the first in the county, for instance,
to get units set aside for folks with developmental disabili-
ties. You can do those kind of things with organizations
that are committed to the community.”

APAH’s new address: The Barkalow, 2704 North
Pershing Drive, Arlington, VA 22201. You can reach
APAH's office by calling (703)276-2657.

me go with him and his family on a shopping trip to a
store in Alexandria. He knows I don’t have a car so he
helps me out.”

Like many APAH tenants, Phippard had gone to
college and held a steady job until he became ill in 1991—
when he lost his job and his house. “I was on the street,”
Phippard recalls, “and a few nights I'd stay in a motel.
Then I was in a shelter for six months. Finally I got help
and found an apartment.” But he was forced to move
again when his landlord sent him a notice saying man-
agers couldn’t accept any more Section 8 funding. “My
option was to find an apartment that accepted Section 8
or move to North Carolina with my mother.”

He began looking for apartments through the
newspaper. “I was stunned,” he said. “They wanted $1,200
for a one bedroom plus utilities.” Someone told him about
Calvert Manor, one of APAH’s buildings. He applied to see
if he would qualify for the subsidies—and got the apart-
ment. He lived in Calvert Manor for three years, then
moved to Lorcom Arms. He is now considering going back
to school to get a graduate degree in social work or geri-
atrics. The sun has come up in Phippard’s life, now that he
lives in a place he loves.



Happenihgs at
APAH’s Properties

CGameron Commons

APAH could break ground at Cameron Commons
as early as spring 2003 on the construction of five new
multi-family rental townhouses, and renovation of the
existing 11-unit building, located at 2028 N. Cameron St.
“The tenants will not have to move during the rehabilita-
tion work,” says Douglas Peterson, APAH’s executive director,
which will entail putting in new kitchens, new bathrooms
and new roofs. “When we do the kitchen,” he said, “we’ll
give them food vouchers so they can go out to eat and not
be inconvenienced.”

Project Hope

APAH plans to make available another four afford-
able apartments to individuals with mental disabilities as
part of its Project Hope program—raising the total number
of units set aside for individuals being moved from state
facilities to eight by the end of the year. Douglas Peterson,
APAH’s executive director, received a Special Project Award
from the Arlington County Department of Human Services
December 13 for his work in developing Project Hope,

a supervised residential program that assures access to
affordable housing for people with severe mental illness
for at least 15 years.

Affordable Housing Key

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

about 55 percent or 60 percent of the area’s median income, so
they qualify. Since we are Arlington-based, we should do what
we can to give county employees housing options in the com-
munity where they work so that way they don’t have to move
to another county and commute every day.”

The lack of affordable housing also damages the coun-
ty’s economy, according to Randy Anderson, an APAH board
member who works at Virginia Commerce Bank. “The
escalating cost of housing has driven a large segment of the
work force, including many young professionals and low to
middle level workers, further and further out into the sub-
urbs making it more difficult to compete with businesses out-
side the beltway in attracting people to work in Arlington.”

Getting government support to preserve affordable
housing stock is tough because of misperceptions about
who benefits from such housing. Many people, for instance,
think that affordable housing is an eye sore, lowers proper-
ty value and serves very low-income families. The notion
that affordable apartment complexes can be attractive,
improve the neighborhood or serve middle- income families
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Columbia Grove Apartments

APAH is in the process of securing financing for pur-
chasing the 210-unit Columbia Grove apartment complex.
The building, constructed in thel960s, is well maintained
and won’t need renovation. APAH will make one-half of
the units affordable. The other half will be offered at mar-
ket rates. The Columbia Forest Civic Association supports
the plan. APAH hopes to close on the property in April 2003.

Rosslyn Ridge

APAH has met with the Site Plan Commission to
talk about the possibility of redeveloping Rosslyn Ridge
Apartments, a 22-unit garden apartment building APAH
purchased six years ago, for a 20-story residential building
using density from the adjacent County-owned Hillside
Park. The new plan would include 291 parking spaces.

I”n

Douglas Peterson honored for Project Hope program. (From left
to right: Marsha Allgeier, Dept. Of Human Services; Derek DuBard,
Arlington County Community Planning & Housing Development; Martha
Paschal, APAH; Matt Olson, Paradigm Management Company; Doug
Peterson, APAH; Dave Leibson, Arington County Housing Commission.)

is foreign. APAH has taken the lead in educating public offi-
cials about affordable housing by helping organize the
Alliance for Housing Solutions (AHS)—a broad-based coali-
tion including groups as diverse as the League of Women
Voters and Chamber of Commerce.

Given the current housing crisis, Arlington County
runs the risk of becoming a community for affluent fami-
lies and well off singles. “Affordable housing is a more
important issue than we even imagined and the whole
community must be involved to solve it,” says Joe Wholey,
one of APAH'’s founders and a member of AHS'’s executive
committee. “School districts and county governments find
it hard to find high quality employees if they have no
place to live. This organization is meant to reach out to a
broader community, not just housing activists and develop-
ers, so you get lots of different organizations thinking the
same way.”

The group’s goals are to educate the public, elected
officials and business leaders on why affordable housing is
important, promote affordable housing “best practices” from
around the country, bring together a broad-based coalition
of supporters and facilitate discussions between the county
and nonprofit affordable housing organizations.



THANK
YOU
NOTES

The following individuals
have generously con-
tributed to APAH received
between April 2002 and
January 2003:

Brooke Alexander
Bill & Joan Allen
Delwin M.Anderson
Donald D.Anderson
Anonymous
Hank & Amy Appelbaum
Glen & Daureen Aulenbach
Robert & Elizabeth Baker
Rita J.Bamberger
Richard L.Barr
Judy Beck
Carol Mehling Bennett
Ric & Anne Blacksten
Rosemarie Borchardt
Laurence D.Bory
Gerard & Frances Brannon
Robin & Michael Broder
Joanna Miller & Roger Brown
John & Christina Bryans
Eugene M. & Josephine Amato Burns
Vincent & Joan Cardella
George & Lynda Carlson
Eva Carney
Phillip D Carney, Jr.
Eric & Dianne Carroll
George & Louise Chesnut
Anne & Kenneth Clare
Dorothy & Frederic Clarke, llI
John & Grahame Coffey
Eva Marie Carney & Alan Cohen
Judy Connally
John M.Cornman
William Coulbourne &

Jane Reese-Coulbourne
Yvonne D. Dangerfield
Barbara Davis

Philip D. Dean,Jr.

Lucy Denney

Mary E.Donnelly

Kathleen Donovan

Pamela Doran

Patricia Dowd

Elizabeth K.Eastwood

Al & Moira Eisele

Albert Eisenberg & Sharon Davis
Eva Griffeth & David Evans
Jean & Tom Falvey
Timothy & Ann Felker
Lyssa Fils-Aime

Mimi Fitzgerald

John P. Flanigan

Elizabeth W. Fletcher
Cleavun Ford

Christian & Margaret Freer
Edward Y. Fu

Richard Gabel

Heather Gale

Barbara A.Gallagher
Libby & Kennan Garvey
Nicholas J. Giacobbe,Jr.
Bruce & Alvina Gibson
Laurie Effron & Jack Goodman, Jr.
Richard T. & Betsy Samuelson Greer
Wade & Ann Gregory

Matt Griffith

Paul & Shirley Gruber
Jane P. Guiliano

Lew & Valerie Gulick

Wren & Don Gurney

Nancy Hall

Herbert & Gay Hammerman
Ruth Sievers & Steven Hanft
Karen Hendrixson

Dick & Deborah Herbst
Alice Hogan

Virginia Melissa Holland
Helen Horton

Glenda E.Hottle

Jay & Elsie Howenstine
Carmen C. lannacone
Cindy & Jim Irving

Adele Jenney

Ann Johnson

Art & Vivian Kallen

Brian P. & Olivia Wills Kane
Susan Kehoe

Susan N.Kelly

Thomas & Sara Kelly
Robert S. Kenison

Betty Kilgore

Scott & Robin Kline

Susan Klingaman

Harold Korves

Bruce N. Kuhlik,Esq.
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Martha Lane

Jackie & Joseph LaPiana
Glenn A. & Monica A.Lazarus
Margaret Lorenz

Louise Van Horne & John Bohman
Janice M.Barry & David S. Lubs
Theodore & Willa Lutz
Wesley & Susan Macadam
George & Jan MacDonald
Morris J.MacGregor
Constance McAdam

Norma J.McCauley

Janice & George McDonald
Pat McGrady

Martin & Patricia McLaughlin
Richard & Eileen Melia

Paul R.Michl

Ralph Millar

Charles & Carol Moran
Virginia Morris

Everard & Bernice Munsey
Bill & Rhoda Nary

Tillman Neuner

Dan & Alice Nicolson

Elroy & Dorothy Nieweg
Donald & Jan G.Oellerich
Benny & Mary Kay Parker
Sara L. Parker & Edward M. Cooney
Thomas & Fay Parker

James Patchett

Blossom Perry

Robert C. Perry

Kay W. & Bill Pommerening
Mr. Samuel L.Price

Mary & Bob Rackmales
Harold & Ellen Radday
Abraham & Senta Raizen
Blair Reischer

Carol Roller & Alan Dickerson
Pat & Ken Rolston

Ron & Ann Ross

Charles & Roswitha Rovin
Anne Rowan

Kathleen & James Rubinger
Ann Rudd

Marjorie Sauber

Dr. & Mrs.Ernie Saulmon
Chris Scheer

Thomas P. Schehl

James D.Schlichting

Helene and R.S.Schlossberg
Phyllis Schottenstein

Dr. Michael Schulte-Lippern
Kathryn & Max Scruggs
Joseph M.Sendry

Daryl A.Shall

James & Phyllis Shea

David & Marvina Shilling

Thomas D.Short

William Shumann

Robert P. Sindermann

Bradley & Lorene Snyder
Lawrence & Arlene Spinelli
Brendan & Gloria Sullivan

Susan E.Swearingen

Jack Sweeney

Jean Sweeney

James Terpstra

Mike & Gen Timpane

David W. Valenzuela

Daniel & Jeannette Van Belleghem
Karl & Luella Vannewkirk

Donn & Anne Viviani

Willard & Anne Webb

James & Marilyn Webster

Elliott C.Spiker & Karel Weissberg
Dan & Dianne Welsh

L. Pat Wynns & Andrew Wenchel
Joe & Midge Wholey

Kate Wholey

Candice Wilson

Mike & Mary Kay Wilson

Ann Yarborough

Malcolm & Ann Young

Janet Zipser

The following organizations
have generously contributed
to APAH’s Fund-Raising
Campaign between April
2002 and January 2003
either by matching an
employee’s contribution or
by awarding an operating
grant directly to APAH:

American Service Center
Arlington Presbyterian Church
Church of the Covenant
Citigroup Foundation
Clarendon Presbyterian Church
Creative Memories
Consultant-Martha Lane
Enterprise Social Investment

Corporation
National Security Agency
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church
James Bell Associates
James Robinson,Realtor
Kiwanis Club — Arlington
Potomac Custom Builders
Rock Spring Congregational
St.Charles Borromeo Church
United Bank
United Way/Combined

Federal Campaign



Get Involved!

We hope you'll consider donating your time, talents and
contacts. We can use your help in everything from stuffing
envelopes to forwarding announcements about APAH news and
upcoming events. Business, church, community and school
groups are welcome-we'll find a rewarding team project to suit
your interests and time. Please contact us at 703-276-2657.

How Much Do Teachers,
Nurses and Federal Workers
Spend on Housing?

The average monthly rent in 2002 for a one-bedroom
apartment in Arlington County is $1,155—according
to Arlington County Public Information Office—up by
$306 from the 1998 rental rates. Entry level nurses,
teachers, firefighters and government workers—
whose salaries are outlined below—would have to
pay more than 30 percent of their salary for rent.

e GS-7 level federal employees who make $32,370 a
year, according to the Federal Register, could only
afford to spend $809 on rent.

e First year Arlington County Public School teachers
making $36,281 a year could only afford to pay
$907 for an apartment.

* An Arlington county public health nurse who
makes an annual salary of $39,854, could only
afford to pay $996 to rent an apartment.
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1IN THE NEWS...
+ Greater Washington Starts New Century
With 43,200 Fewer Housing Units

In response to concerns that the lack of affordable
housing could threaten the economic growth of the Greater
Washington region, the Center for Regional Analysis at
George Mason University is conducting a study that exam-
ines past, current and projected future housing trends. The
purpose of the research is to analyze regional trends in hous-
ing demand and supply so that local governments can bet-
ter forecast economic growth and residential development.

The report found that the region needed more than
40,000 units in 2000 to meet housing demands. The current
housing market is strong, the report states, stimulated by a
healthy economy in the last half of the 1990s. Higher housing
prices, however, are forcing low and moderate income fami-
lies to move farther out to find affordable housing. This move
is putting pressure on now-rural counties, which must, in
turn, revise their planning, zoning, and environmental poli-
cies to manage the residential development. It also creates
longer commutes, adding to traffic congestion.

Media Attention Focuses on APAH

Newspaper stories on the completed renovation
of Lorcom Arms, awards given for Project Hope and other
affordable housing topics APAH is addressing have
increased the organization’s visibility locally as well as
nationally. The organization’s accomplishments were
described in the following stories:

Housing Project Gives Mentally 111 Hope for
Independence, The Washington Post, December 26, 2002

Tenants, County Officials Salute the Renovation of
Lorcom Arms, The Arlington Sun Gazette, October 17, 2002

True to Its Origin: Calvert Manor’s Renovations
Recognized for Respecting History, The Washington Post,
June 8, 2002
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